7 the pernicious Practice of Smuggling. 
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at. | 
That I wiſh beſt to is unavoidable, unleſs kind 
Providence by Miracle interpoſe, or, (what is 
next to a Miracle in this degenerate Age), unleſs 
WP the People are brought, in Bite of inveterate Pre- 
 _  qJudices, to know and to purſue their real Intereſts. 
Ex Miracles in our favours, though Miracles were 
more rife than they are generally thought to be, 
our Wortbleſeneſs forbids us to expect; — and the 
rooted Prejudices, the groſs Ignorance, and the ſtu- 
pid Tndifference that have Poſſeſſion of the Minds 
of the People, render the Hopes of bringing them 
to ſee and to do their Duty almoſt deſperate. —But 
as two Things are capable of certain and very ob- 
vious Demonſtration; the one,. hat their imme- 
diate Ruin is unavoidable, unleſs they alter their 
Courſe ; and the other, — That it is abſolutely in 
their Power, by changing their CondufF, to avoid 
Deftruftion, and ſave this Nation; — I cannot reſt 
ſatisfied that I have done what my Duty and my 
Aﬀection to my Country requires, until I have 
expoſed to their Eye thoſe two Propoſitions in that 
Sort of Light, and with that Degree of Evidence 
which ought to bring Conviction, and muſt render 
them inexcuſable, as well as deſpicable, —unleſs they 
àꝗct upon it. 7 
79! It is for this Reaſon, Gentlemen, that I put 
$ Pen to Paper, and take the Liberty to addreſs 
what I write to you; not by way of Inſtruction, 
as you know the Circumſtances of the Nation 
much better than I do; but by way of Appeal to 
your Knowledge and Experience for the Truth 
of what I write. — You, Gentlemen, are of no 
Party, or Faction, in thoſe Politicks which un- 
happily divide the Kingagm; you have long 
| . laboured 
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generous and diſintere 


your Induſtry, in cheriſhing our Infant Manufa- 


_ Etures, without Fee or Reward, other than the 


Satisfaction of doing good; — you have, with 


Pleaſure, ſeen them riſe to a Pitch that promiſed © 
Deliverance from Poverty; you know, that the 
Value of the Linen ſtamped for Sale, from the 


Time you began to act till laſt November, exceed- 
ed L. 2,700,000. — But, alas! you know alſo, 


that this gay, this pleaſing Proſpect, 1s on the 


Point of diſappearing z — you know, the Funds 
have failed, and that there is not Money where- 


with to pay the Annuity due laſt Midſummer; 


you know, there is a full Stop put to the Payment 


of Premiums, and Salaries to Officers; and you 


know the unavoidable Conſequence, — That the 
whole Syſtem muſt fink, and the Manufacture 
fall to its priſtine Diſcredit, when the Encourage- 
ment and Means of Inſtruction to do well, and 
the Guards and Checks againſt doing ill, are 


withdrawn. But, what is ſtill more material to 
my preſent Purpoſe, you know the Source from 


which this Evil ſprings; you faw, with Grief, 
the extravagant Uſe of uncuſtomed Tea and Spirits 
begin, — and foreſaw the Deſtruction that muſt 
inevitably enſue to the Country, as well as to the 


Revenues and Manufactures ; your annual Reports 
to his Majeſty, for many Years back, have taken 


notice of this dangerous Circumſtance, and fore- 
told the Miſchief you foreſaw. — The Event has 


_ juſtified your Prediction; — and that Prediction, 
were there no other Evidence, is ſufficient to ſatisfy 
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Country in he moſt 
.many Years beſtowed your Time, and employed 
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any one to what Cauſe our e owing, oF 


na Wiineſſes * to on this Oxeaſion; — 5 

if what I affirm thall be confirmed by your Ap- ?- 
probation;—it muſt become the Belief of the Peo-— 
ple. How far that Belief will diſpoſe them to act, 
and whether there is ſo much common Senſe ane 
Regard to their Country left in their Minds as ſhall - 


Induce them to do, what is eaſily in their Power, 


to prevent the undoing of themſelves and of the 


Publick, is what I intend to try by publiſhing this N 

Letter. 
To trace the Diſeaſe, under which we at preſent 
labour, to its Source, we muſt look back to the 
Union of the Kingdoms. The Treaty for that L 
nion was carried on and Mower ace much againſt 
the Inclinations of the Generality of the People of - 
Scotland; and the only popular Topick produced 
for rendering i it palatable, was the great Advan- 
tage that muſt accrue to Scotland from the Commute 
nication of Trade, to which by the Union it was to 
be admitted. This Conſideration was ſurely 
weighty; and, had the People honeſtly made uſe 
of that Privilege to which they were invited, the 


Complaints, under which we now fuffer, would 


not have had a Being. But, unfortunately, the 
People took the moſt miſchievous of all Turns: 


In place of purſuing fair Trade, they univerſally, 


with the Exception of Glaſgow, Aberdeen, and 
one or two Places more, took to /muggling ; their 
ſmall Stocks they inveſted in Goods that bore high 
Duties, and, under the Favour of running thoſe ſe. 
curely on our wide and ill-guarded Coaſts, they 
— themſelves __ ſhould ſoon grow rich, 
re 
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and though it evidently 


high Duty 
| whatever Part of the Coaſt he came near; when 
2 hey were guarded by the Country from 


Tat 


profring = of the kigh Dry, which 0 n. 


5 Though this Scheme proved. Abruftive to 0 
moſt every Adventurer who entered upon it, 
though it was bottomed on Fraud and Diſhoneſty, 
tended to what it has 
very near accompliſhed, the total Ruin of the 


Country; yet ſo blind, or rather perverſe, were 
the People, that they, without Helitation, and al- 


moſt without Exception, gave into it. The 
ler was the Favourite. — His prohibited or 
Goods were run aſhore by the Baats of 


——— — 3 if ſeized, they were 


reſcued y — and if any Seizure was returned and 
tried, the Furie: feldorn failed. to find for the De- 
fendant. © Theſe Circumſtances gave the Running 
Trade the Appearance of abſolute Security; and 


have ſo thoroughly deſtroyed the Revenue, that the 
Cuſtoms are hardly able to pay the Salaries of their 


on Officers. 


Gain expected was the 7. emptation that drew the 


Traders into this villanous Project; and a Diſſie 
to the Union, an ill Opinion conceived of the firſt 
Sett of Cuſtomhouſe-officers that were ſent down 
hither, an Unwillingneſs to favour the Revenue, on 
a Suppoſal that the Money thence ariſing was to 


be remitted to England, and Partiality to their un- 
happy Countrymen who were dipt in this Trade, 
together with ſmall Bounties and Preſents recei- 


ved from the Smuggler, drew the Bulk of the 
People in, to favour them. | 


When the Smuggler runs Goods that do he; 


interfere with the native ure of the Conn 


0 


QA 
he hurts the Revende dy but when he imports 


SIS INNER 


Merchandize of any kind that prevents the Cen. 


ſumption of home Commodities, unleſs ſuch Com- 


modity can draw the Value at a foreign Market, 
it is evident, that, beſides robbing the Revenue, 
he wrongs his Fellow- ſubject juf* ſo much as the 
home Commodity loſes of its Price, by leſſenir 

the Demand for it. In addition to this, if the foreign 
Commodity is taken from a Country that does not 
Teceive equal Value of our Goods in Exchange, the 


; Difference comes neceſſarily to be paid in Bullion. . 


This Reflection, however obvious, was either not 
made, or not attended to: For, from the Com- 
mencement of the Union to this Day, the n 

ling thoſe Sorts of Goods, which interfere, the moſt 
enſibly, with the Conſumption of our own, and 
which are for the greateſt Part purchaſed in Ex- 
change for Bullion, has been perſiſted in, and en- 
coyraged to that Degree, that our own have ſunk 
above oxe third in their Value; and there is hard- 
ly a Penny of Coin left, —the 8 ling of man 
Years having bartered alma all of it, againſt th 
foreign Commodities that have funk the Value of 
our OWN, 

For twenty Years after the Union, this Miſchief 
continued, without being very ſenſibly felt. By 
much the 'preateſ Part of the Wine brought into 
the Out-ports paid no Duty, and zone 


higher than the Spaniſh ; Brandy in vaſt Quanti- | 
g any: And by 


. ties was imported without payin 
thoſe Means the Conſumption of Beer and Ale was 
in /ome Degree impaired, and the Uſe of home- 
made Spirits almoſt uni ver ſally laid aſide. — But as 
the Price of Wine never came ſo low as to bring it 
within 
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within the Reach of the Populace; as the. Vice of 

Punch-drinking had not prevailed over the meaner 
Sort, who were accuſtomed to no better Liquor 
than Twopenny; and as the more pernicious Pra- 
ctice of Tea-drinking was confined to what may be 
called People f Condition: our Grain till bore. 
ſome Price, becauſe the Conſumption of Malt- li- 


er than it had formerly been, produced Sums fit 
to anſwer the Expence of the Civil Government; 
and ſuch Cities and Towns as had an Impoſt on 
Beer and Ale granted to them, found no confider- 
able Diminution of their Revenues. Fu 
But when the opening a Trade with the Ea. 
Indies, firſt at Oftend, and afterwards in Sweden, 
brought the Price of Tea in the Northern Parts 
of Europe fo low, that the meaneft labouring Man 
could compaſs the Purchaſe of it; — when the 
Connection which the Dealers in this Country had 
with many Sco:ſmen in the Service of the Swedzſo 
Company at Gottenburg, introduced the common 
Uſe of that Drug amongſt the /oweft of the People; 
hen Sugar, the inſeparable Companion of Tea, 
came to be in the Poſſeſſion of the very pooreſt 
Houſewife, where formerly it had been a great 
Rarity, — and thereby was at hand, to mix with 
Water and Brandy, or Rum ;—and when Tea and 
Punch became thus the Diet and Debauch of all the 
Beer and Ale Drinkers, the Effects were very 
ſuddenly and very ſeverely felt.— The Exciſe ſunk 
in proportion as theſe Abuſes grew; the Malt-duty 
kept Pace with it; the Impeſts in Cities and Towns 
fell till lower, as theſe Vices prevailed more in 
Towns than in the open Country :—Grain yield 


no 


quor was conſiderable.— The Exciſe, though low- . 
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0 no Prices and, -at preſent; the melancholy b 
Bullion left in the Country, at leaſt none in prgs 
. © Our Exportation to France hardly pays for the 
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rience of every Man informs him, that chere day f 


portion to what was ſome Years age. 


Wine which the Palates of the better Sort of Pes 
ports to Holland came far ſhort at preſent of pay- 


ing for the Flax we import from that Country; 


and, ſince the Herring - fiſnery on our Coaſts has 
failed, we have not Commodities to give the 
Swedes in exchange for the Tron and Timber 


which we muſt have from them. How then 


muſt the Brandy we have from France directly, or 
by the way of Holland? how muſt the Tua we 
have from Holland and Gottenburg be paid for? 
Why, ſurely, either in Bullion, or what from o- 
ther Markets would fetch this Country Bullion, 
And if any Man will but recollect how mam, or 


rather how ew Crown or Half-crown Pieces he 


has met with for ſome Years paſt, and conſider 
how induſtriouſly they have been picked up by 
the Smuggler, he can be under no Difficulty to 
account for the Cauſe of the Scarcity of our Coin. 

The Purchaſe of foreign Spirits before the E- 


pidemical Diſeaſe of Tea-drinking, coſt the Nation 


annually a very conſiderable Sum, which would 


have been long ere now ſenſibly felt in the Di- 


minution ef our Specie, had it not been for ſeve- 
ral Accidents, that brought or kept Money in the 
Country. — The unnatural Rebellion that broke 
out in the Year 1715, was the Cauſe of large 
Remittances for the Support of the Army, which 
then was ſent, and for ſome time kept W > 
the 
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men with Fortunes picked up by their Induftry 


ſupply the Place of ſome other Liquor formerly 
; EN | B 


Cs 
the Attempt of Spajn on the Highlands in 1519, 
produced the like Effect; the Purchaſe of the 


forfeited Eſtates by the York-building Company, 
t us conſiderable Sums from England, and 


the expenſive Undertakings of that Company in 


Woods, Iron-works and Mi e at leaſt the 
Rents of all the Eſtates they h ed at 
home, if they did not draw further Surns from 
England. Theſe Circumſtances, not to mention 
the different Supplies we have had at different 
Times, by the Return of ſome of our Country- 


in foreign Parts, prevented for ſome time our 
the Effects of Smuggling.— But ſince the 


ruinous Expence of Tea came to be added to that 


of foreign Spirits, and the Waſte of Balliom thereby 
occaſioned, has not for ſeveral Years been | 
ed by ſuch contingent Supplies, we fee] the Sore 
with a Vengeance; and now to our Sorrow and 
Confuſion * that our Coin, and with it our 
Trade and Credit, are gone; and that our criminal 
Indulgence to the —_ has been the Cauſe of | 
theſe Misfortunes, 

It is hardly poſſible to make any aal Est 
mate of the Quantity of Tea and foreign Spirits 
imported, and made uſe of by ſuch as ought to be 
fatisfied with the Product of their own Country; 
but it falls within every one's Obſervation, that 


the Uſe of Tea has deſcended to Hundreds, for eve- 


ry one that drank it fifteen Years ago; and that 
foreign Spirits, plain, or made into Punth, are be- 


come the Entertainment of every one who cannot 


come at Wine. Theſe Liquors muſt neceſſarily 
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accuſtomed 3- and if any one will but compare the 
preſent Amount of the Exciſe and Malt with what 
thoſe Duties produced formerly, and conſider the 
Decreaſe in the Brewery, ——he muſt neceſfarily 
charge that Decreaſe to the Account of Tea and 
foreign Spirits, — and conclude, that the Tea and 
Spirit drinking is High, in pre portien as the 1 


a is low. 


For Example, if the Impoſt of two Pennies on 
the Pint, in Edinburgh, produced L. 7383 per 
annum at a Medium of five Vears before Midſum- 
mer 1728; and if the yearly. Produce has been 
but Z.4905 at a Medium of five Years preceeding 
laſt Midſummer ; and if the Number of Inhabi- 
tants has been nearly the ſame in both Periods : 
can it be a Doubt with any one who knows that 
Tea is become the common Breakfaſt of Bluegowns 
and the. Fiſh-carriers of Muſſelburgh ; —and that 
Footmen and Porters get drunk over Punch, as 
freely, and almaſt as cheap, as they formerly did 
over Twopenny,—that the Decay. of the Brewery 
is immenſe; and that the Cauſe of it is the Uſe of 
Tea and Spirits? — This, however, is the unlucky 
Caſe of the City of Edinburgb; and the Caſe of 
every other Town that has had the like Grant, 
will by their Books appear to be #early the ſame, 

If it muſt then be admitted, that Tea and Spirits 
prevent the Conſumption of our own Mal!-liquors, 
can it require an Argument to prove, that this 
muſt prevent the Sale and lower the Price of our 


Grain? Is it not manifeſt, that ſo much as is not 


conſumed at home, muſt ly on the Proprietors 
Hands, and periſb, if there is no Demand from a- 
broad ? And docs not * body know, that we 
have 


” 1 


om Pee except when their 


have no Bead | 


- Crops miſcarry? which ſeldom happens but when 


ours are deficient alſo. If any one doubt of this, 


I ſhould be glad to know from him, what is the 


Cauſe of the an low Prices, 0. rer 10 bene. 


for Grain. e SHA e 


Wichdut ſpending more Words's on proving a 
Propoſition ſo very plain, as that preventing the 


Conſumption of our Grain, loers its Value, I ſnal! 
proceed to another, equally certain, though not ſo 


obvious, or ſo commonly attended to; and that is, 
That by much the greateſt Part of the landed In- 
tereſt of this Nation, perhaps nine tenth- parts of 


the whole, ſuffers cruelly by the Abuſe I am con- 


W ö 
It will be edinited;2 — that the Maney of Lo 


in Scotland ariſe generally from Grain, and that 


they are paid, partly in ind, and partly in Money. 
If the/Rent is payable in Grain, the Reduction 
directly affects the Landlord: If his Boll, which 
laſt Year brought L. 6, brings this Year no more 
than L. 4, he loſes one third of his Income; and 
the Farmer, who pays him that Rent, loſes in 


proportion on every Boll that he can afford to 
carry to the Market.—On the other hand, if the 
Rent is payable in Money, the Loſs affects the 


Farmer in the frft place; but, if he conditioned 


to pay Money-rent, on the Suppoſition that the 


Boll was to be worth L. 6, it is manifeſt he muſt 
ſoon fail; —the Landlord cannot hope to recover 


Payment, or, when the Leaſe is broke, to find 


another Tenant who will take a Leaſe at the ny 


Rent. 
Hard then muſt be 4 Caſe of the Laibe 
ä B 2 | and 


# 


\ 


EE NY | _ 
And mniſetabe:thas of the Tenant. . * is a nl 
nboly, but a well knows Truth, that few landed 
Gentlemen can boaſt of being @/togetber free of _- 5 
Debt; and it is alſo true, that the Turn of the 
greateſt Part of them is to ive up to their Fortunes. 
Now, if their Income ſhall be reduced one third, 
q they muſt either ſarve, (for ſo they will eall re- 
I; trenching their Living), or the Creditor muſt farve; 
I! and he again, to prevent "that Calamity, muſt | 
I call the Law to his Aſſiſtance; Proceſs muſt-1 
| Fails muſt be crouded, Lands muſt be fequeſtrated, 
1 Eſtates muſt be ſold at leſs than the Value, — 
: ns there is no Money; and the Children of Families 
El which have ſubſiſted with ſome Reſpect for Ages, 
78 . muſt become a Load on the Charity of their 
3} Friends, if any ſuch are left able to ſupport them, 
=: or muſt be turned adrift into the wide World, to 
look for Bread the beſt way they can. And as 
for the Tenant, whoſe Condition is at this Day, 
generally ſpeaking, very poor, the Reduction of 
his Income is attended with immediate Beggary 4 
upon Failure of Payment of Rent, his Leaſe is 
forfeited, his Goods are taken in Execution, friend - 
leſs and helpleſs he muſt wander from to 
Door, leading perhaps an Infant- family, which 
muſt periſh for. want, if not ſupplied by. the Cha- 
rity of Neighbours, who in the general Diſtreſs 
will be little able to afford Aſſiſtance, | 
The other pernicious Conſequencesof Smuggling 
affect the landed Gentleman and Farmer in common 
i only with the Bulk of the People. Is Coin ſo ſcarcs that 
2h we cannot go to Market ? that Sore muſt be felt by 
1 | every one. Is Credit /o low, and Trade fo dead, 
that no Hopes are left of OY our MR 
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no Reaſon to look for, if the Evil ſhall continue, 


# b . \ 


all. — Are our Manufactures, which at preſent 
ſeem to be our only Reſource, to periſh, Pane 


the Revenues, canngt afford the Monies deſtine 
to ſupport them? Are,qur,numerous Poor to re- 
main unemployed ? Muſt. our excellent M ortmen 
thoroughly bred to the Loom, ſtarve? ar mu 


they for Bread abandon their native Country, an 


add to the Stock of Artiſts in a neighbouring one, 


at preſent our Rivals in that Buſineſs, and there 
by give {bat Country an Advantage never to bare. 


covered by ours? And is this laſt Circumſtance to 


happen, in all Probability, within the Compaſs of 


a Twelvemonth? — Thoſe Reflexions are very 


bitter; but they pierce, or ought to pierce, the 
Heart of every Scat/man alike, W . 2 Pri 
But it is far otherwiſe with reſpect to the Article 
now under Conſideration, the reducing the Va- 
lue of Grain. To the poorer Sort, eſpecially to 
ſuch as love to be idle, it is conſidered as a Bleſſing 
and to the People in general it is ſurely a Conveni- 
ence :; but to the /anded Gentleman and Farmer, 
it is certain Deſtruction.— Hard, therefore, is their 
Caſe, who ſhare in common with their Fellow-ſub- 
jects the otber Calamities that attend Smuggling, and 
are over and above curſed with this Plague, which 
muſt ſoon put an End to them. 
Hard however as it is, they certainly deſerve no 
Pity, and cannot expect to meet with any, if 
the Diſtreſs which is zu approaching, ſhall reach 
them. Pity they do nat deſerve, becauſe by their 
own Act they have pulled, and are daily pulling 
this Miſchief on themſelves; and Pity they have 


be. 


becauſe it is undeniab d 
in their Power only, as Things at preſne fund, to 
prevent . | , 
e „ Citetinflnce well ben to every on | 
who knows any thing of Scotland, that the Grounds 
which produce Corn, ly alongft the Coaſts ; —that 
the Midland ſhews moſtly barren Muirs and bleak 
Mountains, yielding only coarſe Paſture for low- 
| fized Cattle; that the Land is every where fo cut 
by Friths and Inlets of the Sea, that nine tenths 
of the Corns produced in the whole Country grow 
on an Edging within five Miles of the Coaſts of 
the Sea, or of the Banks of Ny » far as Mop 
are navigable, | 
Now, if this ſhall be mtc to be the Caſe, | 
and if it is at the ſame time true, that  Smuggling 
has been nurſed up, and brought to its preſent 
Perfection, by the Inhabitants of this Corn-growing 
Country, and that it cannot ſubſiſt one Moment 
without their Countenance and Protection; the 
Miſery they have brought upon them/ebves cannot 
lay Claim to the Compaſſion of any Man, —but 
on a Suppoſition that they acted ignorantly, with- 
out being aware of the Miſchief they were bring 
ing on their Country and on themſelves: And if, 
after the Admonition they now receive, they ſhall 
proceed in the ſame wicked, as well as fool;fh Courſe z 
or ſhall not, on the contrary, exert the Power which 
their. Situation and Circumſtances put in their 
Hands of retrieving their Country and themſelves 
from Ruin, and thereby repairing in ſome De- 
gree the Wrongs they have done to both; — the 
Contempt, the Curſes of their Country, muſt be 
their Lot; — and, in place of Compaſſion from 
Men, 
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3 they will have juſt Cauſe to look 1 Vous ; 
geance from the Supreme Ruler of the Univerſe. 
Wide and ill-guarded as the Coaſts of Scotland 


are, the Running Trade could never have ſucceeded: 


without the Afſiſtance of the Inhabitants of the 
Sea-coaſt. —The Smuggler muſt have Boats to lay 


his Goods on Land — he muſt have Carriages to 
tranſport them by Land; he muſt have Come to 
ſhelter them in, until Carriages are provided; he 


muſt be, poſſeſſed of the favourable Diſpoſition of 


the People, to ſecure againſt Informations to the 
Cuſtomhouſe; nay, he muſt be confident of their 
Power to protect his Goods from Seizure, or to 
reſcue them, if by Accident they ſhould be ſeized, 
—Al theſe Aids are 1»d:/penſably neceſſary, and 
yet all theſe Aids the Felon, who has been arg 
ing his Country, has hitherto had. 

Boats, if the Weather permit, the a is 
abſolutely ſure of, whatever Part of the Coaſt he 


touch at. OurF iſhermen, every body knows, have 


for the moſt part left off their proper Buſineſs, and 


dedicated their Time and Induſtry to the Aſſiſtance 


of the Runner; in ſo much that our Markets are 
fat from being ſo well ſupplied with freſh Fiſh 
as heretofore.—And the Quantities caught and cu- 


red for Exportation, come far ſhort of what the 


Coaſt-Fiſhing formerly produced. —Which is an- 
other Branch of the numerous Loſſes with which 
this abominable Practice is attended. 

When his Goods are laid on Land, all Hands 
are at Work for his Service; Cattle nd Carriages 
are ready; every Farm-houſe, every Cottage is 
open. for their Reception, — Giving the leaſt * 


formation to the Cuſtomhouſe is, in the Opinion 


of 
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Search, the Country is in Arms, and nothing leſs | 
than a Detachment of regular Troops can proteck 


the ſole Support of it. Withdraw but the Aff 
ſtance of thoſe whoſe Fortunes depends on the Ya 
lue of Grain, and the Cuſtomhouſe muſt prove tos 


 Tnſenſibility, that, though no one can contradict; 
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eople, branded with Infamy : And if 
looſe Infotmatibh ſhall direct the Officers "any 


the Officer in his Search, or fetch the Goods: 't6 
tee Citomhouſe, when ſeized; - 1 

This monſtrous, this unnatural Encoungzenbaid 
W from that Set of Men wbom of all G- 
thers Smuggling hurts in the moſt tender Part, is 


hard for the Runner; But ſuch is the Power of 
Prejudice, ſuch is our Blindneſs, or rather und 


or indeed diſſemble the Knowledge of any of the 

Circumſtances that have been ſtated; yet, Gentle 
men and Farmers go on in the uſual Train, — che- 

riſhing and hugging in their Boſom the S mugler, 

that Leech that =" by ſucking their wes 

Blood. © = 

But what makes the moſt ridiculous Figu 

all this Matter, is the Sillineſs of the Ton peitivn 

that prevails with them, ſo notoriouſly to give 
up their own Intereſts, and thoſe of their Coun- 


try; which, beſides the Prejudices already ſtated, 


amounts to no more than this, That the Gentle. 
man has Rum and Brandy, and his Lady Tea 
and Coffee, at very reaſonable Rates, and the Far- 
mer has ſmall Preſents of theſe precious Drug 
made him. 

Let no Man be ſo ebfird as to imagine, that, 
without this Countenance from the Proprietors of 


Lands on the. Coaſts, and their Tenant, and 
Ser- 


hear of great 


England; and if 1 


e ek! move with IE 
Bands of arme-Smugyglers 


alongſt with their Goods, and 
itched Battles with the Officers, N A 
ats the Troops: For the Caſe of the Runner 
i very different i in the different: Countries 
| and, white dh rih area 495k 
om with the regwlar-Importation; the dm. 
gler ſells his Goods 4 or near the Prices which 
Goods that have ee draw. Thus he- 
fits of the bol Duty, and can very well 47. 
* 0 7 ay extraordinary Hire for Carria and 


15 have a Gang of Brato's in Pay, to ſeeure him 


Aud ir Aſfiſtants.. : 
But, in Scotiaud, ev 9 knows the Matter | 
ſtands quite other wiſe. "The Smuggling Trade is 
— overdon#.” The Facility of running has invi- 

1 Dealer to try it. No foreign 8 i 

no Tea can be regularly i ed i 
the Colony In place of drawing a Þ 5 
to rote prime Coſt and Charges, with the Addi- 
the Duty, the Smuggler is obliged fre- 
quently to ſell the Goods cheaper than they coſt 
him; deere a is the Der te of the numherleſs 
Bankruptcies that every happen amongſt that 
Gang. Under theſe Circumſtances, the Running 
Trade cannot ſupport the Appuratus, or bear the 
Expence that is neceſſary to make it ſucceſsful in 
it of the Encourage- 
ment it has from — il fated Country, the Coun- | 

oy muſt /oox be delivered from that Curſe. 

. this Occaſion it may not be * 
'& ſerve, 


againſt Officers 


, 
e 


the ſame Expence in: She gland, 
one of my eapita — vous 4 
would. indeed rob. the Revenue of aTrife, and 
would drain the Country af ſame Money; — it 
EN would not aeſtroy the of our Grain; becauſe 
2 the Smuggler could not afford to ſell it /a cheap, a8 
to invite the very pooręi of the People to become 
Purchaſers; and: conſequently it would not pre- 
vent the Uſe. of; Mait-liquer, as 0005 at dd 
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1 And this Reflection 15 the 939 of the 
1 ä Hopes I entertain of ſeeing; an End put to this ex- 
t tenſive Miſchief, by 1 joint Reſolution and Acti- 


on of the Gentlemen, whoſe All depends upon 
oppoling it. Should they rouſe — from 
the Lethargy that poſſeſſes them, and do what is 
manifeſtly in their Power, prevent the running of 


Goods without paying Duty; the Conſequence 
whereof muſt neceſſarily be, that foreign Spirits 


i} and Tea could not be ſold without adding the Duty 
17 to the prime Coſt and Charges; it is my fixed O- 
TH pinion, the Complaint would ceaſe : For the low- 
7 1 eſt Claſs of the People, who run upon thoſe Com- 
14 mo dities, becauſe they can afford to purchaſe them, 
110 behoved then to return to their former Diet, 

1 becauſe, at the advanced Price, they could 1 

| and the better ſort, who are ſo made to them 
1 Cuſtom, that they cannot 7hink of diſpenſing with 

1 the Uſe of them, may ſtill enjoy what they are 
wh fond of, as freely and as cheap as they did before 

1015 the exceſſive Conſumption of theſe Goods begans 


4 becauſe they can afford to pay the Duty, _ 
1 Should the * of Lands on the Coalt, 
mov 


rhored by e their Inter, oy Ned 
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Comtry,” come ſerioully to  Relutioryof « Sert- 
ing themſelves to prevent the Deſtruction of hoh, 


that Vermm the Fugger would no longet over 


run us. Every one knows the Potoer which Cen⸗ 
tlemen have over their Hſbermen; —who general. 
ly hold their Huis, their Acres and their Boats, 
by no other Tenure than the Maſter's God wil 
and Pleaſure And no one doubts ef the great 
Authority they have over their Tenants ; — if the”. 
Tenant has no Leaſe, which in many Places is the 
Caſe, he muſt not diſoblige the Landlord; and 
though he have, the Term is commonly ſo ſort, 
(Which in other Reſpects is unfortunate), that he 
muſt not riſſe the giving y Offence, - A Significati- 
on, that no Leaſe be renewed to any one 
who aſſiſted a Smuggler, with Conditions in Leaſes 
to be hereaſter San — That aſſiſting the Striug-. 
gler ſhould forfeit the Leaſe, muſt quickly deter- 
mine the Farmer to alter his Conduct, and thereby 
put an End to the deſtructive Traffic“ 
The Reaſon why I mention the Authority Ma- 
ters have over their E ;fhermen and Tenants,” is to 
ſhew, that though thoſe laſt ſhould prove relu- 
ctant, and ſtill retain a hankering to chat ſort of 
Commerce, which has long been in faſhion, and 
which has furniſhed them with Means of getting 
drunk very cheap; it is nevertheleſs in the Power” 


£ i > Mis a 


of the Maſters, whoſe Eyes will, I hope, by what 


I write, be opened, and turned to the true Iritereſts 
of their Country, to compel them to do what 1 is fo + 
manifeſtly for their own. Not that T think Com- 434 
pulſion will for any Tra& of Time be neceſſary'; 
ſince 1 am well ſatisfied, that, if due Care is 1 

C 2 t 


to Fame ge, may _ 
Rin. 1. 0601/1 e 
Many of the 1 wh tates ly | 

the Coaſt, have Juriſdiction perrimonial ; . = 
are Barons. Moſt of them are in the Commiſſion: 

the Peace, and have thereby, not only Auborig 
to ſecond their honeſt Intentions, by putting the 
Laws in Execution, but alſo frequent by ea 
ties of aſſembling and conſulting += uy de 
ter-ſeſſions, Head Courts, and Meetin 

the Supph.— All of them, I dare ſay . 
Country, and it is their preſent Qping pon, the 
would riſk their Lives | 
had Education, they have 1 YT 2 
can ſee what their Duty to their Country, and what, 
their own Intereſt requires: Should they happily. 
for this poor Country, think on the dangerous. 
Way we are in, as I do; ſhould they come to ſa- 
lutary Reſolutions in their reſpective Counties and 
Diſtricts to ſe the Smugglers ſhould the Gen» 
tlemen of 2 Diſtricts alongſt the Coaſt, 
maintain a Corre e on this Subject with each 
other; and ſhould: the Opinion of the Gentlemen 
become alſo the Opinion of the Farmer, which with 
a little Time muſt neceſſarily be the Caſe; no Man 
who knows any thing of this Country will doubt 
that the Smuꝑgler mult betake himſelt to. ſome O- 
ther Bufineſs. 

If the Smuggler cannot depend on having Boats 

to receive his Goods from the hovering Veſſel . 
if he can hope for no Sbelter zo cover them when 

landed; if he is to have no Protection or Aſſiſtance 

from the Farmer, bat, o on the contrary, is to look 

upon 


& * 


I n |). 


* * _ * = ww ©. moi -— = 1 
4 a. — * - p- 3 
. | ; 4 $ | » © = + Fo 3 
a 5 ; x A 4 — 8 N . 8 
” N ** 2 PER - * F 224 „ 3 * C þ #3, G 4 5 5 # 5 5 = 1. 
2 * Ng — ' g > 5 - o k —_ $4 nth U * x 5 1 
* . * — — - 7 * * . 7 * , = 2 , q p * 8 bY + 5 * oy ; OC 8 a5 i 
„ 5 i —— * N 9 Fg — 4 i . 4a by _ * Þ F, 7 y % 2 N SY — 7 
— <-> ws _— 5 


1 te mas ded 
c In n ** A i 
not extend itſelf to the —— Ae Ds 
yet, if they exert themſelves within, their reſpe - 


Cive Eſtates, the Caſe of the Runner muſt be de- 


ſperate, Every one who is in any Degree acquaint- 


ed with this Subject, knows, that in Fact nine or 
nothing is run in the Ports — jag ag : 


— thoſe Ports ar 2 — guarded by Officers, 
who have the Aſſiſtance of Troops. Ships, tis 
true, loaded with probibited Goods, are frequently 


ir running their 
Cargoes at Sea. But, in Pott, they always have 
Officers on board, who prevent running to any 
conſiderable Value; — and when they ſail for the 


foreign Port to which they pretend they are bound, 


their Buſineſs is, to meet by Appointment with 


Boats on ſome convenient Part of the Coaſt, to 


ſe them of their Loading but not to put into 
4 any Borough, until they are light, and 
ve lodged their Goods ſecurely in the neighbour- 
— ntry, from thence to be brought with Con- 
venience to Boroughs, or any where elſe. — Sa 
that if the /andedGentlemen prevent running where 
their Power to do ſo is unqueſtionable, there ſeems ' 
to be little Danger of nA within the Liberties 


And if the Aſfiſtance of the State of Boroughs, 
to curb this waſting Evil; were-ne 
ſeems to be no doubt of obtaining CE 
ROSIE as they are ſkilled in Trade, and well 


AC- 
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forced into theſe Ports, when ſtormy Weather or. 
other croſs Accidents. prevent 
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acqquainted with the Diſeaſe, of which: the g 
Part of them are very near expiring. They have 
ſeveral Years ago, taken the Matter under thiies 
Conſideration, and have given each other the 
ſtrongeſt Exbortations to reſiſt the Miſchief. But 
as they were not ben ſeconded by the landed Geh. 
tlemen, whoſe Intereſt is more deeply concerned 
even than theirs, their Intreaties failed of the hos. 
ped for Fruits, —However, as the Letter of the 3d 
of September 1536. addreſſed to the ſeveral Cities 
and Tons ol the Nation by the annual Committee 
of the General Convention of Royal Boroughs; 
ſhews fully their Senſe of the Matter, and may be 
of Service to convince thoſe who may be diſpoſed 
to yield more readily to Authority than to Argu- 
ment; I ſhall take the Liberty to . it, and 
to ſubjoin a Copy of it. 

If the various Reflections already wade, are 8 
to yield full Conviction, that the exceſſive Uſe of 
Tea and foreign Spirits has been the Ruin of this 
Countrys z that this Ruin has been pulled on it 

the weak, the criminal Indulgence of the Gen- 

and of their Tenants to Smugglers; and that 
i is eaſily in the Power of thoſe who ſuffer moſt, 
arid moſt directly, by the Evil, entirely to prevent 
it for the future: I cannot yet be brought to think 
fo meanly of the Heads or of the Hearts of my 
Countrymen, as to doubt that they will exert 
themſelves, if their Caſe, and that of their Conn- 
try, is fairly wwe to their" AI | 
tion: , 
Whilſt popular Prejacdicis: run high 4 in favours 
of the Smugg/er, and before the Miſchiefs flowing 
from his Practice were ſeverely and univerſally felt, 
he 


he v pombly-mighe WT known: the Ex- 
ig the Wrong he did 70 his Country, or 00 
his Fellow: ſubjects who favoured him; ——- 
therefore may be conſidered as having erred ra. 


ther iguorantly than wickedly; But if, after knowing / 


the fatal Tendency of that Traffick 3 if, after; ſee» 
ing the Poverty 25 Diſtreſs it has fu on the 
ation, he relentleſs perſiſts in repeating the orwel 
Wounds: he has given, he: can be no-otherwiſe 
conſidered than as the act of all Villains, the 
moſt execrable of all Murderers, a Parricide ;' and 
muſt, if there is any Zeal for the publick Weal, 
if Kay Spirit is left, 7a5ſe the Country againſt him, 
Wolves have heretofore done, and as a much. 

0 miſchievous. Animal, a mad Dog, does at this 
Day.—Wherefore I am willing to flatter myſelf 
with Hopes, that if Gentlemen can be brought to 
take becoming Reſolutions on this Subject, no 
Man, however diſhoneft, will be found /o bold. as 

to attempt the — u0g in defiance of che 
joint Endeavours of the People. | 
Upon the ſame Prejudices ole Miſtakes, the 
Connivance, the Lenity, the Partiality of Coun- 
try Gentlemen to Smugglers in time paſt may- be 
excuſed : But when that Partialiſy is by fatal 42 


perience found to be deſtructive of almoſt, all the 


valuable Intereſts of the Country, and noxious to 
every Individual, —I cannot ſuffer n to think, 

that it will ſubſiſt in the Heart or in the Con- 
4dufF of any Gentleman one Moment longer. Be- 
fore the Deſolation that attends Smuggling was 
generally felt or known, I do not at all wonder 


that Men declined the invidious Taſk of informing, 


or VER the Cuſtomhouſe- officer. Neither i 15 it 
ur- 
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any 3 Neighbour, to his 


\ 


tu 1 
ſurpriſing 0 me, that if the Goods/l x 0 


any other of his Drpemdemto, e 
ing ſcized, he ſhould! conm us at the ſecuring ot 
reſcuing them; and I can eaſily figure to myſelf 
what Inducements might have on the 
Generality of Men to mitigate Pinalties- wh 
they fat as Judges, and to wiſh at leuſt for 

Claimaiits when they fat as Furors,” But ah 
when the Queſtion with the Smugger is brought 
to this Iſſue, Whether 7hey- or the Country 
ſink or ſwim? I am confident no f 
be ſo tan, as to put the Intereſt of his 2 
his Friend, or his Dependent; who Go! -this 
time forward, muſt confeſſedly be w/Fillin, if "is 
is a Smuggler, in competition with -4þaz of nis 
Country: And J encourage myſelf, on the contrary; 
to believe, that every Gentleman who loves, or 
would be thought to love his Country, will rouſe 
himſelf and his Neighbours from that/aa/ty Heel 
leſſmeſs which has ſo long poſſeſſed them, and en- 
deavour to make uſe of all the Weapons that Law 
has put or left i in ir Hands W their com 
mon E : 
It is becauſe I am aſides that ſuch ould be | 


the Behaviour of the People if they were duly in- 


formed, that I take the Liberty of making this 
publick Addreſs to you, Gentlemen, who of all o. 


thers know beſt the melancholy Condition of the 


Country, and are therefore the 55 — to 

give Evidence of the Facts, on the 

diſbelieving whereof, the ſaving or utter — 

en of this Nation, at this very Time, depends. 

Tour Stamp muſt make thoſe Sentiments puſt cups 
rent 
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ward, dedicate great Part of your Time to the Ser- 


ice of your Country, are à noble Zxample.to o- 
— Gentlemen, leſs intereſted in its Welfare 
than yourſelves, to form themſelves into Seacicties 
on this Occaſion, in their reſpective Counties, to 
watch over the publick Good, and to guatd · a- 
rous Example prevail; did Gentlemen, in the dife 
ferent Diſtridts t the Coaſt, form themſelves 
into ſmall Societies, ſhall L call them Confeder acias ? 
which ſhould correſhond with one another, and with 
and the 838 dolivered from its preſent Dt 
a kind of In/efibility; as to its Concern, frems 
to be the preſant Diſeaſe of moſt Men: yet there 
are, I hope, a few ſtill leſt ſcattered up and down 
the Country, whoſe manly Spirit is not guats ſank s - 
ho cannot ſtand the Reproach of being acceſ- 
ſory to the Ruin of the Nation, by not preventing 
it when it is elearly in their Power; and who, by 
exerting themſelves, may awaken their lethargict 
Neighbours, and bring them, for avoiding Shame, 
to do what they have not Virtus enough to move 
Your E: 


xample muſt encourage Secieties already 
formed, ſuch as Magiſtrates and Councils in Cor po- 
rations, to watch over and promote the true Inte- 
reſts of the People under their Care, It is proved, 


in the Letter from dhe ait of She Conven- 
I N tion 
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ctive to the State of Borougbs; if 


much more certain, as well as mort innocent; 


3 


t u6 3 
tion already a that $; 


_ be ſtirred up to mind their common Concern, 
in conjunction with the landed Gentlemen, to 

— it, I am not N to 0.foreſee hat can pre+ 
vent their Succeſs. on effi „ 
You, Gentlemen; 4 can rand: the. ehenfions: E 
the -unhappy Perſons now engaged 1 pr villanous 
Trade, that, it they def from it, they ſhall fall 
out of Buſineſs, and and no Employment wheres 


in they may improve their ſmall Stocks: Lou can 


point out to them a Trade, wherein the Gains are 


can tell them what may be got by railing, dre | 
and ſelling Flax; — — — tell them what cog 
attends employing the Poor in Spinning. and the 
Purchaſing and ſelling-Linen Yarn ; you can ſhew 
them what Profits attend Looms of all kinds; and; 
by opening the various Branches of the Linen 
Manufatzure, you can ſatisfy them, that in it a. 
lone there is room for employing to great Advantage 


much more Mloary: than Gy ever laſs in Smut; 


gling. 7 —— 
Fou can further, with great Truth, aſſure them 
that, if they will but withdraw their Stocks from 
that guilty Traffick in which they at preſent are. 
employed, the Funds for ſupporting our Manu- 
facture muſt be ſo much improved, that it will 
inconteſtably be in your Power to encourage, and 
thereby to introduce and promote ſeveral new 
Branches of the Linen Trade, upon which the 
commendable Spirit that is now ſtirring amongſt 
our Manufacturers diſpoſes them to enter; but in 
which, — cannot be . for Jack of Feds; 7 


every one who is not diſpe Fefe ee * 
his Fortune in. wt; 
And, by — ee ee —4 
tht ro which you SI you can point out 
this eſſential, very miereſring 
the one cannot be carried on to any Extent, with- 
out draining 


Pitch, without adding to the national Cab. And 


that the one ſtuffs the Country with foreign Drugs, 
of no Uſe or Advantage to it, but Which, by 


being conſumed, lſſens the Value, by preventin 
3 of the natural Product; where- 


the Conſu 
as le ae 


tches: Money from abroad, in return 


Number of working People, puts Money in Poc- 
kets to which Coin was heretofore a Stranger, 
and thereby enables Multitudes, who formerly li- 
ved in great Want, or were ſu . by Charity, 
to go to Market, and to pay 

place of begging for a ſcanty Subſiſtence; a neceſ- 
ſary Conſequence whereof it muſt be, that our 


Grain, and all the other Product of our Lands, 
muſt not only recover their former, but mult | 


fetch a higher Price. 
Your Opinion, Sante, 1 am h difpaled 
to hope, will ſoon become the Opinion of the Peo- 


ple; and how ſmall ſoever the Diſpoſition of the Jula 


and the Indolent may be to ad for the Good of their 


, yet ſuch Perſons are commonly willing 
D 2 enough 


—— ot for Thoſe, and a Bled. eee 


Mfference, That. 


the Nation of its. Bullen; whereas 
the other cannot be carried on to any cogſderuble 


of the Soil, and the Labour of the 
Induſtrious : And that Money employed in pro-. 
moting and extending the Trade, increaſes the 


or a comfortable, in 


* 


\ 


TV 4 „ 
| 2 to all Sun or Ame Air K 
| am une enou to n om 
—it may point out the Smuggler as the capital E 
nemy tothe Country it may make oppoſirigy ib 
covering; and declaiming againſt him, faſniamabiist 
1 | And if this ſhall become the Faſbion, I doubt not 
3 we ſhall ſoon have the Affiſtance of the Clergy 
Ip (whoſe Remiſſneſs to expoſe and prevent a.Prathics 
ſo ſhameleſsly ſinful, fo fraught with — and Pers 
2 „I have long complained of) to th 
yes of their Pariſhioners of all anks, and tu 
deter them from confederating with the Deſtroyem 
of the People.— I am not, I muſt confeſs, 
fond of — Matters 0b Policy treated in this 
Puipit : — But when any ſcandalous Fice'prevails, 
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iff | the more epidemical it is, it becomes the mort the 
1 Duty of the Clergy to inveigh againſt it; and if 
| with it is evidently connected the Deſrucion of 

4 the Nation, I do not ſee why that Motive adju, 


dio deſiſt from it, may not be offered to the Peu. 
ple from the Puipit. It is not ealy to determine, 

how far the Benefit from this Aſſiſtance may reach: 

| But one Thing I am inclined to believe, that, 
wt if the Clergy do their Dach in this particular, we 
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ſhall no longer ſee Furymen of the eſtabliſned 

1 Church, the Strictneſs of whoſe Conſcience will 
1 not permit them to #5 the Book in the Court of 
| Exchequer, return, upon their Oath, taken in the 


= moſt folemn Way, their Verdict for the Smnggler, 
*: againſt full and rompleat Evidence; whach en 
1 fore has frequently been the Caſe. 6 8 
14 | If you, Gentlemen, concur in giving the Alarm, 
14 e you declare your Opinion chat the Nation is on 
14 the 


1 29 } 


the Brinkof Parditions atdicnatkia: all Probekiling | 
new periſh, unleſs relieved by ſuch Refolutions.as - 
have been mentioned z I can entertain no doubt 
that your Endea voura will be ſeconded... How de- 
generate ſoever the preſent Age may he, Nations 
of publick Weal ara ſtirring, and are verꝝ ſtrong 
in the Heads e/pecialy-of the Tout of the Nation. 
Dies that Zee! for Liberiy, that Concern for the 
Good of the Country, which has got ſo many oi 
Gentlemen the Appellation of Patriot, wherein: 6 > 
their Title to it is 4) — moſt jaſiy triumph. 
Of this Character, many ſprung from the beſt 
Families, endued with excellent Parts, improved 

by Learning and Study, are following the Froſeſ- 
fon of the Low, in which they very probably an 

: The ee e thas ne Amon 

preſent. their. tteati- 

fo and warms their Zeal, is the Honour of the 
Kingdom, and the Freedom of the People; which 
they apprehend to be in danger, and, on that Sup- 
Poſal, exert themſelves with becoming Spirit. I do 
not ſay, that I fall in with all their Sentiments con- 
cerning the Reality of the Danger, and the Means 
of preventing it; but this I will ſay, becauſe I 
believe it, that the Spirit — ſhow is unaffetted, 
and flows from a real Goncern for. the Good of their 
Country. And if this is the Caſe, what Reaſon can 
there be to doubt, that thoſe Gentlemen will con- 
cert proper Meaſures, exert every Talent, and leave 
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ler, no Stone unturned, to prevent the inſtant Deſtru- 
eto Kon of the Nation, when they are 70/s, ſo as to 
fey believe it, that immeuiate Ruin is to attend the 


Continuance of Swaggling ? And if they (not to 


* of their lange in their ſeveral 
5 O 


\ 
> 3s 2 5 
e ce | 


| the delt of the People 
timents, the Cry that infamous 
muſt prove pin — p to Ts Gi withſtood ; and the 
will have — Sirifation of having deliverel 
their Country, over and above the Proſpect of the 
an Enjoyment of the Bleflings purchaſed by 
their Viewer: which we old Fellows cannot * 


| oy to js, es Mig ee. to our 


Nu etter eta as ſwelled wifurks 
Bulk, that it is h igh Time I ſhould take m 


leave 
of you. It is proved, I hope, beyond Con ion, 
that Smuggling (by which I mean chiefly t wough- 
out — the runting of Tea and Spirits) has been, 
and is now, the Bane of this Country, the Drais 
of its Coin, and the Deſtruction of the landed Intereſt ; 
it is proved, that this Miſchief has been foſtered 
and carried to its preſent enormous Size — by the 
ineæciiſable Countenance it has met with from thoſe 
who are the »oft ſenſibly hurt by it; and it is ſeif- 
evident, that it is in their Power, with the greateſt 
Eaſe imaginable, to rid themſelves and the Na- 
tion of this intolerable Naſance. Whether laying 
thoſe Truths before the Gentlemen of this Coun- 
try, will determine them to ac, is more than I 
can tell: I am ſure it ought, and Tam pretty con- 
fident it will, if there is the /eaft Spart of Honour 
or common Senſe left amongſt them. But if it 
ſhould not, my Mortification will be very com. 
pleat ; my Concern for the unavaidable Deſolation 
of my Country, will be aggravated by this rue 
Reflection, that my Countrymen, whatever Airs 
they give themſelves, are the moſt contemptible, the 
moſt 


1 
not hh of all en 1 ſtall have no 
other Recompence for the Trouble I have taken, 
but the Senſe that I have done my utmoſt to avert 
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GENTILE MEN, 
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Your moſt bumble Servant. 
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FROM. 


The Fran Committee of s 2 we 
vention of Rorar Boxovens, 


5 Q:;. 
The: ſeveral —.— of erte, 

| Dy Order of the t e. 
Forpreventingehe pernicious Praice of . 


E th. 
=", Y%£ 


Tin Friend nd Neightours, 


General Convention of the Royal B. 
| rouphs, whoſe Duty and Intereſt it is to 
take care of the Commerce and Welfare 

of the whole, having taken into their ſerious Con- 
ſideration, the many Miſchiets that have attended 
the pernicious Practice of Smugg 


ling, to the great 
Diſcouragement of all fait Traders, and to the utter 
Deſtruction of many Thouſands of the unhap- 4 
py Perſons who were engaged therem, whereby | 
Commerce is ſunk to the loweſt Ebb, and this 
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d and having with deep Concern « 
ſerved, that this deſtructive Practice may ſtill con- 
tinue, to the utter Ruin of the Eſtate df Boroughs, 
as well as of the Country, unleſs the Eyes of Man- 
kind in general are opened to ſee the Danger, and 
unleſs the Sober and Induſtrious, who love their 
Country, and are concerned for its Welfare, can 
be prevailed on to co-operate with and aſſiſt in the 
Execution of the late Act of Parliament; for the 
more effectual preventing the ſinuggling of Tea, 
Brandy, c. have commanded us, their Annual 
Committee, to draw up, and to ſend in their Name 
to each Borough, a Letter, exhorting them to de- 
fiſt from this infamous Trade, and admoniſhing 


them of the Hazard they run if tkey perſiſt in it: 


And we, in obedience to their Commands, and 
from the moſt ardent Deſire to prevent the total 
Deſtruction of our Country, have drawn up the 
following Reflexions, to which we earneſtiy a 
treat your Attention. 

To the End what we offer to your Conſideration 
on this Subject may be the more diſtinct, we ſhall 
confine our Thoughts chiefly to two Articles, Tea 
and Brandy, and examine the Diſadvantages that 
attend Commerce in theſe Commodities, as they 
affect the Nation in general, as they affect the 
State of the Royal Boroughs, and as they have afs 
fected, and muſt till affect the Adventurers in 
them. 

To begin then with theſe Subjects of Trade as 
they affect the Nation: Every one knows, and 
the Nation by fatal Experience feels, that ſuch im- 
menſe Quantities of Brandy, have now, for mas 
ny Tears, been As 6 imported without 

> "I 


The — — of — . — not: * 
ſole: Reaſon: for laying high Duties on ſome ſorts 
of foreign Goods; a higher and more extenſive 
Conſideration produces ſuch Regulations, namely, 
the promoting the Conſumption of our own native 
Commodities, by making the Purchaſe of foreign 


Commodities, which —— the ſame Uſes, dearer 
and more difficult. Now, this ſalutary and na- 
tional View has been, by Smuggling. in a great 
meaſure deſeated. Nun Tra is ſold fo cheap, that 
it becomes a regular Part of the Diet of thoſe who 
could not think of purchaſing it, if the Duty were 
added to the Price; and the Multitude can hardly 
be blamed, if they prefer Brandy to home- made 
Spirits, when it can be purchaſed cheaper 2 our 
own home-made Spirits. 

And the obvious Effect of all this,, s That 
theſe foreign Commodities being made, uſe of in 
place of our own, juſt ſo much of our: own. Pro- 
duct becomes uſeleſs, as would be employed if theſe 
foreign Goods were not imported. It no Tea on 
Brandy were imported, People would return to 
the Diet of their. — — and, where Spirits 
or ſtrong Drink might be neceſſary, would make 
Uſe of their on; which needs muſt have many 
Conſequences to the Advantage of the Nation: 
But, ſo long as the Uſe 115 ea or — is nde 


2 


| rf- 48 1 „ 

ed, 4he-Confamption eee eee 
duct ceaſes which muſt make the whole fall an 
Value, e eee, | 
Conſump n ee 046 ee _ | 

The ifpolition EA eas 
nd muiriſn Grounds, which diffuſed i — 
the Gentry all over the Country, was one .of:the 
moſt promiſing Circumſtances that attended the 
_ Union; but that Spirit has been greatly:dainped 

eee 2 3 
be blamed for tinuin mprovements;. 
when he can have no Hopesof being RE 
Product of his Grounds z Wen nevertheleſs, 
muſt be the Caſe ſo l | 
give no Price; and it mu continue to — 
Tea and Brandy ſupply the Place of the Liquor 

and Spirits that might be produced from Grain. 

Thus Grain, produced by the Induſtry of 1 
Fr. and by the commendable Zeal of 
Country Gentleman to improve his own Grounds, 
and to invite his Neighbours to do the like, turns 
to no Account. - In proportion as the Quantity 
raiſed, exceeds the Demand, the Price falls, * 
the Owner finds himſelf undone, by the Frauds 
of thoſe 'who ſell foreign Commodities * 
than he can afford his. 

It is aſtoniſhing, that Genclemen ad une 
have not ſooner diſcovered" the Source of the Miſ. 
fortunes they have ſo long complained of; and 
that, on the contrary, _ have often, in ſpite 
of Law and common Senſe, put themſelves! on 
the Side of the Smugglers, and employed their 
Servants, their Cattle, and their Carriages, in 


ſecuring, and earfying, through the _— 
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| theſe very dase 


"Atchies afted, and when the greateſt. 


ol their own, and in ſome Years annihilat a 
leaſt ane third Part ef their Rent, hs wo id Th 
For, though 1 rice, 
yet that is manifeſtly owing to bad Creps at home, 
or to accidental Demands from our Neighbours = 
and if the Produea was to be ſuch as in good: Sea- | 


ſons is to be expected, without ſome: extraordinary 


ry Calamity abroad, it is certain great Fart of our 
Gram muſt remain undiſpoſed ot, which 3 7 
m_ would leſſen the Value of the whole. 
Whilſt #/axders. was the Scene where — 
engaged in W hich — — 
rape Was. in War, W in ſome ey 
prevented the Culture of the Ground, at the 


time that it made a great Demand for Grain to all 


Magazines, the Britiſb Grain, even of the meaneſt 
kinds, was of Value and what remained, after ſup» 
plying the home Conſumption, found vent abroad. 
But now the Caſe is ſtrangely altered: The World 
is in Peace; Countries that were the Seat of War, 
produce Corns in abundance, even France 
Grain to foreign Parts with Advantage; and the 
Corns of this Country cannot meet with a Market 
any where upon the Continent 3 4o that it n. 
made uſe of at home, or periſh. | - 

When our Grain drew Money in grein dies 
iy and with that Money the ſame Quantity of 
foreign Spirits could be purchaſed and imported, 
as could be diſtilled from the Grain at home, it 


Vas perfectly equal to the Country, whether they 


made uſe of Brandy or Aqua Vitæ; that is, whe- 
ther they conſumed the Product of their own Grain 


in home-made Spirits, or in Spirits diſtilled in 
France : 
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France : But when Scots Grai is not eats 
any foreign Market, and riuſÞbe either diſtilled 
at home, or periſh,” whoever: imports foreign Bp 1. 
rits to prevent that Diſtillation; ruins ſo nave of 
the national Product, and purchaſes: that Mix 
chief to his Country," at the Expenee of ſo much 
Bullion, as the prime Coſt undd the Es pente of 
oy Importation amounts to ee g 

It is notorious, that the Ehehawir with: ance 
is 5 againſt us; that the Importation of any of our 
Comtnoditie ſaleable there, is under Diſcour 
ments; and that dur Brandy from thence, as Well 
as our Tea from Holland, is paid for in ready Mo. 
ney, or in Bills of Exchange at great Diſad van: 
tage to us, which is worſe. Under theſe Cirt 
cumſtances, it is demonſtratively clear; that ever 
Penny we pay for Tea or Brandy'1s ſo much Bu 
lion loſt to the Nation unneceffarily, becauſe all 
the Uſes of that ea and Brandy might be ſupplied 
by our own Product; at the ſame time that this 
expenſive Importation debaſes the: Value of — 
Growth of our own Lands. 

Theſe Miſchiefs, with * Night Attention, 
inight have been foreſeen. - But at preſent there is. 
no great Occaſion: for Reaſoning; they. are felt. 
Grain gives no Price, compared with what it did 
before the immoderate Uſe of run Tea and Brandy; 
and there is hardly one Penny of Coin to be met 
with in the Nation; the whole is gone, principal. 
ly in Exchange for that Tea and Braudy which has 
deſtroyed the Value of our own Product. 

Another national and very hurtful Conſequence 
that attends this pernicious Trade, is, That opes 
of Gain (which, however plauſible, yet have con- 

ſtantly 


8 


06973 
ſtantly failed) have drawn many young Men "Y 


ded near the Sea-coafts, into this dangerous fort 
of Commerce, on the Proſpect of running their 
Goods ſecurely, by the Hſſiſtance of their Friends; 
and thereby has diverted them from employing 


their ſmall Stocks and their Induſtry in the Ad- 


vancement of thoſe Manufactures to which the 
Nation muſt owe its Wealth, if it ever recover 
from its preſent diſtreſſed Condition, and thereby 
has, in a good meaſure, diſqualified them from 
being uſeful to their Country. 
We look upon it as a very lucky Circamſtancs, 
that the Nation is generally convinced of the ph 
Jury ariſing - from the running of Brandy; 
cannot help lamenting, that they do not ſo oX 
verſally ſee the much greater Ruin that attends the 
ſmuggling of Tea. That it is to the Smuggling the 
univerſal Uſe of it is owing, muſt be confeſſed; 
becauſe Thouſands, who buy and uſe it at the 
pony low Rate, could not afford to purchaſe 
it paying the Duty: And the chief Temptation to 


the Uſe of it, is the notorious Lowneſs of the 


Price, which is ſo ſmall, that Men can hardly 
let it into their Heads, that it 5 in any Degrod, 
a national Conſideration. 

But they. do not reflect, that the Price of run 
Tea is the ſmalleſt Part of the Expence, when 
they entertain themſelves or their Friends with 
that Drug; the Sugar drops totally out of the Ac- 
count: That Commodity is very near as much fo- 
reign to this Part of the Iſland as Tea is: And if 
any one will add the Expence of the Sugar to that 
of the Tea, and compute how. much both 

| eac 


ſmall Fortunes, whoſe Parents or Relations reſi- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


PPA — — — 


this Country 


Ruch the more numerous; and "ant thereby, rhe 


tional Diſadvantages that ariſe from 


| _ conclude, that whoever. ſhall be ſo wicked as 


Smupgling 2 was, as it affects the State of 
one knows, the — on which the State 
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each Family that makes uſe of them, · (and hot 
many Families in the Ki 
his Surpriſe. at the extreme Impe 
will ceaſe, and he will wonder mog 
that there is one Penny of Coin iy: a 
we have ſo little. 2 | 1 tz : 
Were the Laws that. relats 10 18 1 | 
execured, the Uſe of it would not — 
ſtroyed, but it would be mightily reſtrained: The 
Rich might entertain themſelves with it, as they 
do with many other unneceſſary, nay, — 
. but the Duty would put it ou 2 
——— ane 5%. xr 


goat meaſure, prevent the national Loſs. 

Thus we have laid before you ſome of the na- 

Tea 
and Brandy. We verily believe, that no — 
Scotſman would, upon any Temptation, how 
ſoever, have followed that pernicious Trade from 
the Beginning, could he have foreſeen the Ex. 
tent of the Miſchief to his Country: And ur 


to purſue it in time coming, after the late In- 
demnity has diſcharged paſt Offences, and aſter 
the cruel Effects of it have been fo ſenſibly felt, 
and are ſo certainly known, muſt be contented 
with the Character of an Enemy to his 
The next View we propoſed to take of the 


the Royal Boronghs, And, in regard to this, every 


of Boroughs pays one full ſixth Part of the Land- 
tar, is the excluſive — to foreign Trade to which 
they 


„e XS hone 
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they are (by many Laws, confirmed by the Treaty 
öl Union) intitled: Add ratle We 


bf Union) intitled: And if foreign Trade were 
actually, as it is legally, confined to Freemen ; if 
Royal Boroughs were the Magazines of all foreign 
Merchandize, and the Reſidence” df all Dealers 
in foreign Trade, they might well afford to pay 
this Proportion of the Tax. © 

But every one knows, at the ſame time; that the 
infamous Practice of Smuggling has robbed the Bo- 


roughs of the Privilege, at the ſame time that it 


leaves them groaning under the Burden. The Sea> 


coaſt, where it can be moſt convehiently touched, 
is the Scene of Running. The Sons or Relations 


of Gentlemen Whoſe Eſtates ly near the Coaſt, - 


are the Importers z their Houſes; or thoſe of their 


Tenants, are the Warchouſes for foreign Goods: 
And whilſt Goods can be ſold out of tfioſe Ware- 


| en than in Royal Boronghs, it is abſurd 


to think; that Freemen can trade without Loſs. 
Whoever gives the leaſt Attention, muſt diſco- 


ver, that the Tnhabitant of a Repel Borough cannot 


in Ru dvantage an Out- 
lyer can. In Royal Boroughs of any Trade, Ports 
are fixed; there is a Cuſtomhouſe, and a Crowd of 
Officers, whoſe Vigilance can no otherwiſe be a- 


deal in Running with half the 


_ voided than by high Bribery; which brings upon 


the Smuggling a conſiderable Expence : But Out- 
lyers, in the little Creeks and By-places where the 
unload their Wares, have no Officers, at lea 
none of any Conſequence, to deal with; and tri- 
fling Preſents, perhaps the Sale of ſmall Parcels 
of Vine, Brankh or Tea, at prime Coſt, ſecures - 
the Friendſhip of neighbouring Gentlemen; and 
conſequently ſecures the run Goods againſt every 
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Goods in Safe ety, till "per 180 ch. des l 


be met with of convey ng them o t rough Tk 
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* there to be retailed by the Burget: 
5 whole the R ight was to have bg 1 ft 
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T ws, i if i E take Ph, the 132 it Br 
ik ith N Trade. It is 
impoſſible e ay 
Smuggling for ceds 1 in the Nei; Bake By 
the ps Yo is ſo en on the Side of the G 


dr. Na againſt the Freends intending to . 


umpng Trade, that whotver projects to fo 


low it, "mall x his 5 are of en, make the 


N not the 


arough, t 6 Scene bf His 


Theſe Reflexions ; are fo obvious, and the mil- 
chievdus Effects of Smuggling are ſo fen ſibly ſeen 


in the Ae Conditi ion of many Barok; obs 985 


ly poſſeſſed of Trade, that it is amazi 


PRny has not been found « out and app Ried t to 15 


Evil, 
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111 $1 f thofe who ſuffer by 
1 Fn 'out of — 2 
lence e 2 15 not apply it. 
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ly. to giye up the kk Trade, and to ac naint 
vB outlying fe h that they muft alfo 8 it, 
and that, if they 0 not, the Freemen will becomę 


Toformers ; who can oubt t the Outlyers muſt 
| defiſt ? 4 For, 


not to ſpeak of their Want of 'Ship- 
25 and op Ability o make up a Cargo without 
dei 3 with 5 Freemen, it is certain 
the 7 not import oy ſell off Goods of an 
Valu Fas the Snow ledge of Freemen; and 
that Knowledge, e employed in givin "Information 
to the Qfficers of th Wes e, mu Ron put an 
End. to the Miſchief: Nay, t the Reſolurion = 555 
and declared, would infallihly ſtop the Evil; be- 
cauſe no Outer, ir his Senſes, would thercafter 
Diebe any fraudulent Importation,, for fear « of 
iſcovery. 
The only poſſible Objection, ſo far as we can 
ſee, that ſtands in the Way of taking ſuch a Re- 
te the odious Idea eta for ſome Time 
= age to the Word Informer ; and to be 
155 whilſt all dealt in the fame illicite Trade, it 
was Ve ac 4 15 one to make private Gain 
diſcoyerin! tif an entire Claſs of Men, 
ay y, the onl 1 who have a Right (and 58 


excluſive to) to for Er ing ſhall give up th — 
it on, to preye 
ie * ſe 


Smuggling N Method 
their own undoing, ind the undoing of tl 


the 


of Outlyers, tho! they ſaw them running away wit! 
their Privilege, (i. e, foreign Trade), for fear 


their uſing the ſame Weapons that now mult be. 
uſed againſt them, viz. Informations and Diſco. 


veries. Experience has ſince ſhewed how vain 


theſe Hopes were, and how noxious the Trade ig 


to the Nation, as well as to the State of Boroughs, 


Shall the Freemen then, who ſuffered the Outlyers 


to gain upon their Privilege out of Neceſſity, 
whilſt they followed the clandeſtine Trade, fit now 
quiet? and, when they, for their Parts, muſt 
wk up all Thoughts of running, allow the Out- 
yers to enjoy all the foreign Trade, for which the 


Boroughs pay, when their enjoying that Trade, 


and in the fraudulent Way too, difables the Free: 
men from carrying on any foreign Trade what- 
- ever? Surely, whoeyer has any Regard to the Weal 
of the Royal Boroughs, cannot be patient under 


ſuch a Circumſtance, or think any Method, that 4 
is not illegal or diſhoneſt, too rough, to prevent 


a Miſchief ſo general, and ſo dangerous. 
The laſt Thing we ſhall lay before you, is. a 
View of the Smnuggling Trade, as it affects the un- 


happy 


Trade, to trade fraudulently ? and if, after Note 
given, they follow all legal Methods to ſecure. | 
oreign Trade to themſelves, by putting a Stop to 

Pau of thoſe who would deſtroy their Pri, 
yileges, at the ſame time that they roh the Publick? 

Fond, but falſe Hopes of Gain, made Freemen, 
ſoon after the Union, fall into the Running Trade; 
and, whilſt imbarked in it, they durſt not complain 
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happy Adventurer. And ot this Subject we may ; 

appeal to your own proper Knowledge, and to 
E Knowledg e of every one who has been in the 
leaſt e with che Trade of Scotland ſince 
the Union, what Ruin it has oduced, and how 
many Families it has 4 It is not eaſy tq 
ſay, how many Thouſands have been concerned 
in that deſtructive Trade; but it is very ſafe to 
aver, that hardly one Man out of an hundred, 
who ever dealt in it, eſcaped being hurt by it, or 
"nog eſcaped Ruin, if he did not give it up very 
od. 
And the Reaſon is extremely obvious. The ſtrong 
Expectation of Gain, from the Greatneſs of the 
Duty, which was all to be ſaved, drew Multitudes 
of Perſons with ſmall Stocks, and ſmaller Corre- 
ſpondence, into the Trade, Thoſe Perſons traded - 
above their Stocks, upon Credit afforded them in 
France or Holland, and poured in vaſt Quanti. 
ties of Tea and Brandy upon the Country. Could 
they have ſold their Goods at as high a Rate 
as if they had paid Duty, or near it, which was 
the Caſe of the firſt Smugglers juſt after the Union, 
their Profit would have been great; but, in place 
of that, when the Importation exceeded the De- 
mand, which happened very ſoon, they were o- 
bliged to ſell off their Wares at any Price, as quick 
as they could, to anſwer their Bills when they fell 
due; and Branch came frequently to be ſold, with 
all the Expence and Riſk that attends it at preſent, | 
cheaper than it ever was fold in Scotland before the 
Union, when it paid little or no Duty ; whereb 
a Deſtruction of the Importer became unavoid- 
able. N | 


Saving | 
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mare than the prime Coſt, becauſe of the 8 
Stock; and the firſt onlucky Sezzyre compl 


could go, exhauſted of Money by his PT 


10. 6 Borg. whale Dag on Goods Fe! 715 0 


Teq or » F161 Ids 2 gl 1 

f iS byt 25 ynhappy Smugg/er « 8 125 he 

Gs or brit J & Accou Why fe 1 TY 
unning; re ence he muſt main 

with Officers, and 11 70 Country; the fre ent 
Occaſions for Huſh-money, and the accidental 


ſes by Seizure. . Thoſe Drawbacks would Nos 4 


conſider able Diſcoura yt 8 to the Tr 2 de, : 
were run Cogds to be old at the Priee they ugh 


to dra paying the Duty: But when, in Reality 
the Smuggler Coe? to {ell when, i for lttl 


Importation beyond the Demand, thoſe Expe! 
not brought to account, grad adually conſume by 


his Deſtruction, and leaves him a Burden gn th 
poor Country, which he had, ſo far as his Credit 


Practices 
Had 7 Money made uſe of in Ne 9205 
n employed in carrying on Manula 
ome, the Manufacturer might poſſihly hows wok 
pong Nation muſt ſur dy fare ve 15 whereas 


— Penny that has ia exported for Tea, 
Sand Wine, vith the Uſe of which the Ca 


gould eaſily have diſpenſed, is ſo much Maney lej 
to the Nation: And when one ſees, for Example, 
a Spuggler (who may haye been worth, original. 
T. 200, and who may boy traded ten Years) w 
done, one is not to Jay, th at L. 200 is loſt tot 
Nation ; but the fair Ov ooh is, that L. 9p 
of the national Money is exported by hims N. 
cauic, if he have — annually to the V veg 
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kis Stöck, 805 ren Trade, Ws {6 mich 1 
| 7 Country. #) #4 5 | 
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Pratticts, yl is to be 
9 Snuggling, cel 5 
continuing its chat e e Crs» m 
GED Jeltructibi. It is penal tobe Winds ick. 


in two Leagues of the C al with pröhlbitecl Gbods 
60 Wed 4 l Been gs and fuch faſt Places muſt 
be! 5pen to th 8 cers Sy high Penalties ats 
tend every Offents { And, if the Gentlez 
tmefi, N 15 ehefally i Gros n of the 
Peace bt their Son heros Hh 
tereſt, 15 . We lateteſt 5 eir Coufitry, but 
vill a with” rape * it muſt become abs 
folutely imptactitable for a Nine of Goods te 
eſcape] hin. £ 3.008 
And, Fl vets Datger which from dene 
for ward miſt attend this itlfamdus Cofnmerte 
ſhould put an End i it, the nereffüty Conſecquenet 
muſt be, that che Mon now ted in Bx. 
change for uſeleſs Commodities, Which ſefve 0 
to lower the Value of bur own, will be kept at 
home, arid ertiþ16yed in promoting, purchaling 
and exporting thoſe Mah ns by which al 
our Country: can be retove red from verty; and 
foreign Trade will be reſtored to lc ahcient Chan- 
nel, the Royal Boroughs, to Which of Right it be- 
longs. When Buſttieſs is eartied on in an open, 
undiſguifed Manner, the fair Trader, who has rob 


much Virtus to ſubmit to Perjury, and too 9 
ru- 


without the E 


Prudence to ſubmit his Feud to Chance, c 


reaſſume his Vocation, and form Projects of Tr: 


he 


Our Reflexions hitherto BB been gn” muc 
panlined to the eas a Forum, ich we 
ave choſen | as the Inſtances | inwh ich the 5 


I 


"om ly 1 its place. No Man can deny ys. that t > Ts | 
neſs by the Price of Mine is me er © Induce 
or 


to Men of low Rank and ſ tunes to deal 

in it; and therefore no Man can doubt it is to be 
wiſhed it bore a higher Price, (if it cannot ablo- 
lutely. be prohibited); to prevent the too gfeat 


Conſumption of it. If no Wine were impo! 
without Payment of Duty, it ſurely could not be 


afforded fo cheap as it is at the Out- ports; and 
therefore one ſhould think it follows 1 
that it is the Intereſt of the Nation that all 
ſhould pay the Duty. 


As it is the Intereſt of the Nation, it is no eb 
ſo of the fair Trader, who cannot poſlibly ca 


on his Buſineſs if he is underſold, as he muſt be 
when Smuggling prevails. A cleir Conviction of 


this Truth, determined the Vine Traders of Edin. 


burgh, ſome Years ago, by unanimous Conſent, "its 
En 


ard: of being undone by | chat Bas 
of all honeſt Commerce; the Smupgler, ©; 
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— every Drop of their Wines; which ben haue 5 
done ever ſiũce ; and, in conſequence of that fair 
Practice, tave àudided the many. Loſſes apd Diſt 
appointments they were formerlycexpaſed/to; and 
trade im Mine ut a6 greab eo RO: as in any o- 
ther ſort of periſhabſe Commodity: 
| 2 Whereas; in the pg ns ode | 
the Vine imported is um, the Pricd is frequen 
very low. Thb Smugglers often obliged 0 10 
Hogſheads, which cannot be ſq eaſih hid, or 
tran tranſported as Tua or Brandy, for what 3 
at the time get for them. Accidents ſpoil the 
Liquors, and accidental Seizures undo the Ad. 
venturer. In theſe Circumſtandes, it will, be the 
Height of Madneſs to think of carrying on any 
| — the Trade of running. e lm Roby 
much, leſs worth dealing in, wh Egling is 
the other Articles ceaſes; and t CR 
Fill be much better able to look after;this Branch 
of Thieving, when they are not neceſſarily enga- 
ged in correcting the others. Beſides that, as it is 
their Duty to take care of the Execution of the 
Law lately made, we are credibly informed the 
Commiſſioners: have come to a Reſolution, to 
bring Things in the Out- ports, with reſpect to 
the. Importation of Vine, to the ſame Foot on 
which they ſtand at the Port of Leith; that, after 
'Michaelmas, they will ſtand at no Expence to 
proſecute Offenders; and that if, after that time, 
a ſingle Hogſhead of Wine ſhall be imported 
without Entry, and Payment'of Dag, hy will 
prefer Engliſh Bills for diſcovering an recovering 
that Duty, which this Nation has not hitherto 
been much dung 1283 What Inconveni- 
ence 
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